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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
09/566,055 



Applican:(a) 



Examiner 

Michael Priddy 



Art Unit 
3732 




ne MAIUNG DATE of ihh commuttiQation appears on the coyer sheet with tho correspondence eddiess - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MOMTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- ExtanaionB of tirn? may be available un<<w the provisjons of 37 CFR 1,136 (a). In no event, howev*»r, may a tt>^^ be timely ftlwl 

after SIX (6} MONTH$ from the mailing date of thfs communication. 

- If itie poriod for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply witfiln the statutory mmirtium of thirty <30) days wfll 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for repJy is speclfiaci above, the maximum ^atutory period wfll apply and wDI expire S|;< (6) MONTHS from the making date of this 

commtinf(?at»on. 

- Faiure to reply within the set or exter^ded period for reply will, by statute, cause the appfJcation to Iwjome ABANDONED <35 U.S.C. % 1$3). 

- Any repTy received by the Office later then throe month* after tho mailing date of this communicaticn, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFfl 1,704<b). 

Status 

1 )6S Responsive to communtcationts) filed on M$v 5, 2000 . 



2a) □ This action is FINAL, 2b) 63 This action Is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for forma! matters, prosecu^n as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice untSer B( p^rte QuayJe, 1935 CD, 11; 453 O.G. 213, 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Clajm(s) 1-138 is/;ife pending in the application. 

* 4aj Of the above, c|aim{s) iSi'ara withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Qaimfs) is/are allowed. 

6) □ aaim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ aaim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) S aaims 7' 138 ^ are subject to reslnction and/or election requirement. 

Appficatfon Papers 
B)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

IWD The drawing (s) filed on is/ere objected to by the Examiner. 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: alD approved b)\D disapproved- 

12) 0 The oath or declaration Is objected to by the Examiner, 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C, § 119|a)-(d), 
a>D All b)D Some* c)^ None of: 

1 » □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of tho priority documents have been receh/ed in Application No, . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(8», 
*S the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 

14)0 AcKnowledgement Is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C 5 1 1 9<e). 

AttBchmentfs} 

tC) Q ►KrtU-pi •f* ^ OHw*t tP^Ct.Huut lOf □ loiorvivn 6uirkiar 1firOH»i3j etafor fftX^I. 



101 □ Uatksm o4 Oraftspmon'a Patant Drawing Ravinw (PTO-Maj 19| □ Noiini qf Infomwl Pirtant App1»csti>n [FTO-l 52| 

1 7) □ rrrffiimatian Dt'setasura Stalam6rtt(=) (PT0-T449> Papw Notsl. 20) □ Oihor: 
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Art Unit; 3732 



DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restriction 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 3 5 U. S.C, 121: 

I. Claims 1- drawn to a screw system, classified in class 606, subclass 65. 

II, Claim 133-135, drawn to a method of producing a screw of bone, classified in 
class 128. subclass 898, 

2. The inventions are distinct, eadi fiom the oth^ because of the fol lowing reasons: 
Inventions I and U are related as process of making and product made. ITie inventions are 
distinct if either or both of the following can be shown; (1) that the process as claimed can be 
used to make other and materially different product or (2) that the produ<:t as claimed can be 
made by another and materially different process (MEP. § 806.05(f)), In the instant case the 
process can be used to make a screw system of design different from that of invention I. 

3, Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above ,md the search required 
for Group I is not required for Group H restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper, 

4, The following figures appear to c<?rrespond with species of invention I: 

L lA-C n. ID 

2A-B rv. 3A-B 

V. 4 VI. 5 
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vn. 6 



Vin. 7A-B 



IX. 



8-10 



11-15 



XI. 21 

Figures 16-20 seem to be generic to each of the species presentecl above. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed spades for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held 
to be allowable. Currently, no claims generic. 

Applicant is advised that a response to this requirement must include an identification of 
the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims readable 
thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a cUim is allowable or that 
all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of claims 
to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the Umitations 
of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after the election, 
applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. MH?. § 809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not p iteniably distinct, 
applicant should submit e\ddence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species to 
be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either instance, if the 
examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission 
may be used in a rejection under 35 IJS.C, 103(a) of the other invention. 
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5. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 
CFR 1.143). 

6. FmaJly, it should be noted that the exanruner has set forth the elec tion/restriction above in 
view of the disclosure and has relied abnost exclusively upon the brief de scription of the figures to 
establish the separate spedes. In any response to this requirement. Applicant should indicate 
which claims are readable upon the elected species and point out which claims are believed to be 
generic. By no means does the examiner intend to prevent the applicant irom selecting any 
particular species or invOTtion, Therefor, if applicant feels that the actual correspondence 
between figures and species differs fi-ora that set forth above he/she is ^^uraged to bring that to 
the attention of the examiner in the aforementioned response to this reqi^rement. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communicarions fi-om the examiner 
should be directed to Michael B. Priddy whose telephone number is (703) 308-8620, The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs, from 7:30 a.m, to 4:30 p,m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, tlie examiner's supervisor, 
Mr, L, Gene Manoene, can be reached on (703) 308-2696, 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone nxmiber is (703) 308-1148. 
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